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Received up to 23rd December, 1873. 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


THE Oordoo Akhbar of the 1st November invites the 
attention of the Municipal Committee of Delhi to certain 
reforms in that city. Amongst. which the following may be 
noticed :— e 

(a.) A platform should be built on the low land at the 
side of the street opposite the Museum, which is used by 
bankers, who pay a ground-rent. This, besides removing the 
inconvenience which the pedlars have now to suffer, will add 
to the appearance of the bazaar. 


(b.) The streets, instead of being watered about the 
evening, which is the time for taking a walk, sbould be 
watered before 4 p. m., an arrangement which will be advan- 
tageous in various ways: 


The Roznanicha‘-of. the same date, in its local news 
columns, calls upon thé Municipal Committee of Lucknow to 
attend tothe repair of thelane passing underneath Rajah Jhaoo 
[al’s bridge and leading to the bazaar, which, although 
much frequented, is yery uneven and inconvenient for foot 
passengers, a oo 
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The editor also points out the need of providing both sides 
of the bridge situated towards the south of Atoonjee’s Mosque ~ 


with arailing. For want of something of this kind, the bridge 
is extremely dangerous. 


A local correspondent of the same paper notices the aa 
practices of the dullals who haunt the precincts of the Court 
of the City Magistrate and Assistant Commissioner of 
Lucknow; and urges on that officer the necessity of adopting 
the plan lately adopted in the High Court, North-Western 


Provinces, and the Chief Court, Mah a for ang away with 
the nuisance. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 7th November, in an article 
communicated by a correspondent, suggests that petitions of | 
plaints and memoranda of appeal cognizable within a speci- 
fied term should be received in the Revenue and Criminal 
Courts atall times, as is done in the Civil Courts, instead of only © 
at the time fixed for receiving all kinds of petitions, as is the — 
ease now. It sometimes'‘happens that on the day on which 
the term of the hearing of a plaint is to expire, petitions are 
not received in the Courts, either on account of the officer’s 


absence, or because of some urgent business; and in such 
cases litigants suffer great loss. 


The Rozndmcha of the 8th November, in its local news 
columns, states that it is rumoured that on the night of the 
6th idem some pilgrims, while returning from the Bithour — 
Fair, were attacked by a band of robbers near Shahdera 
(Lucknew), who plundered them of all they could lay their 
hands upon, and wounded four or five of their number. 


The editor remarks that only a few days before this inci- 
dent, a cart carrying goods was plundered between the villages 
_ of Chundowsee and Amowsee, and wonders that the district 
police should not be able to prevent these outrages. 


' A correspondent of the Agra Akhbér of the 10th Noven-~ 
ber, who lately had occasion to travel from Mirzapore to 
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Jounpore, complains in strong terms of the following griev- 


ances, to which he invites the attention of the authorities of 
those districts :— 


(a.) The road as far as the Mirzapore frontier is com- 
pletely out of repair, which is said to be owing to the apathy 
of the authorities of that district. 


(5.) Qn the Jounpore road there is a rivulet which 
remains fordable at all times of the year except in the rainy 
season, when it is crossed by a ferry-boat ; but nevertheless a 
toll is levied from passengers by the ferry contractor (who 
has constructed a bridge of sticks over the stream) all the 
year round, which is extremely improper and unjust. 


The Rozndmcha of the 12th November, states that on account 
of there being no Hindoo servants in the charitable dispen— 
sary situated in Hydergunge, Lucknow, for preparing and 
distributing medicines, Hindoo patients either seldom resort 
to it, or throw away the medicines supplied them. This 
defect, which exists in all public dispensaries, besides limit- 
ing their usefulness, causes unnecessary loss to Government ; 
and it is therefore necessary that in all such houses, Hindoos, as 


well as Musalmans, should be employed. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the same date ‘complains of 
the misconduct of the Moradabad Police ; and regrets that, 
though repeated complaints are published avainst them in 
newspapers, no notice is taken by the authorities. As a 
recent instance of their negligence, it is mentioned that at 
5 p.m. on the 10th November, a thief took away some rupees 
- from the shop of a cloth-merchant situated close to the city 
police-station, and neither the constable nor the chowkee- 
dar, who were standing near the shop, made any attempt to 


capture him. 
In the next non wom the editor prefers complaints against | 


the mismanagement of the police generally, and the way in 
which inquiries into criminal cases are conducted ‘by thom ; 
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and mentions instances of their dishonesty and. oppression 
which have happened in different places to support his. state- 
ments.. Government is asked to take the necessary steps for 
reform. — 


In continuation of the same subject, the editor also 
condemns the plan of despatching hand-cuffed to the Criminal 
Court Hindoostanee gentlemen accused of an offence, who, on 
their being brought to trial, are found guiltless and acquitted. 
Pointing out that the disgrace they have already suffered 

‘cannot be compensated for, and their honour, which they prize 
go highly, is lost for no fault. He would suggest that such 
persons be sent to the Court in a closed conveyance. 


The Abhbdr<-Alam of the 13th Movember sees no use of 
holding camps of exercise year by year, which, it says, only 
-eause fruitless waste of lakhs of rupees, besides unnecessary 
trouble and bodily injury to the troops. 


The Benares Akhbdr repeats the often-noticed-complaint as 
to the oppressions practised by the ferry contractor at Benares, 
and especially directs -attention to the injustice of a double 

charge being made for crossing and recrossing the ghats the 
same day. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 14th November has a “ com- 
municated” article on the Small Cause Courts of the Punjab, 


in which the writer draws attention to the following defects 
connected with them :— 


(1) The execution of the warrants of attachment issued by 
the Courts is conducted solely through the agency of muzkoo- 
wees, however large the value of the attached property may be. 
The muzkoorees, who draw only Rs. 5 or 6 per mensem, 
are men of.an inferior rank and position, and are generally 
either wholly unlettered or can only read names; 


- The consequence is, that they often omit mention of goods 
in their: inventory; and in cases where they cannot themselves 
‘write, and no one who:can do so is to be found, they have to 
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go to some other village to get the list of property written out, 
apd in the meantime the judgment-debtor finds opportunity 
to hide his property. In either case the decree-holder suffers 
loss. 


(b) The debtor often takes advantage of the inferior posi- 
tion of the muzkooree, not only to prevent him from attaching 
his property, but to use force on him; and if he prefers a 
complaint of the wrong, the Court takes no notice of it beyond 
simply telling him to file a suit and produce witnesses in 
proof, which is impossible, it. being manifest that the people 
of the village where the case may happen will side with their 
fellow-villager rather than the chuprassee. A still worse fate 
befals the chuprassee in cases in which the debtor happens to 
be a European, except in districts where a bailiff (who is 
always a European) has been appointed by Government, which, 
however, is the case only in a very few districts. 


In the writer’s opinion, if, like the North-Western Pro- 
-vinees, Ameens were appointed in the Punjab, the evils here 
complained of would be removed. 


(2) The person appointed to conduct investigations into 
suits lodged in the Oourts is sometimes the Vugl Nuvees, who 
receives an allowance of Rs. 3 or 4 in each case for the extra 
duty, in addition to the wages he earns asa copyist, thus 
making in all about Rs. 35 a month. In the writer’s opi- 
nion, this system is open to objection, and he would suggest 
the appointment of a propor person on a fixed salary, say 
Rs. 20 per mensem, who should be required to furnish suffi- 
cient security for the proper discharge of his duties. 


The Koh-i-Ndr of the 15th November repeats the often- 
noticed complaint of stamped letters despatched through the 
post-office seldom reaching the addressees, and being destroyed 
by delivery peons in order to avoid the trouble of distributing 
them. The writer believes that, justasa register of bearing letters 
is kept in post-offices, there must also be one of stamped letters ; 
but remarks that, while the delivery of the former is ensured 
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by the peons being responsible for the payment of the postage 
due on them, that of the latter is precarious and uncertain. In 


the writer’s opinion, if an order were issued by Government 
to the effect that delivery peons should, at the time of deliver- 
ing stamped letters, procure the signature of the addressees to 


a register provided for the purpose, the grievance might be 
removed, saga 


The attention of Government is invited to the subject, and 
it is asked to adopt either this or some other plan which it 
may think best for setting things to rights. 


The Ndr-ul- Absdr of the same date criticizes the remarks 
of the Secretary of State on the Municipalities of the North- 
_ Western Provinces, in which His Grace expresses great satis- 
faction with their management, and especially with that of 
the Municipalities at Allahabad, Benares, and other cities; 
and observes that more attention might be paid to the remarks 
made by the local vernaculat newspapers, such as the Kavi 
Vachan Sudhd of Benares and itself, since they are the 
result of personal observation and experience, and therefore 
more true and reliable than the opinion of tho Secretary of 
State, which is based on the information contained in the pub- 
lic reports. The editor assures His Grace that in some, if not 
all, matters connected with the welfare of the subject, he 
cannot expect to get half so correct and trustworthy informa- 
tion in the Administration Reports as can be furnished by 
newspapers, which are the index of honest and independent 
views and statements. 


The Seepree correspondent of the Khair-Khwdh-i-’ Alam 
of the same date again draws the attention of Government to 


the unlawful practice which has lately been adopted by the — 


Collector of Transit Duties at Gwalior, of levying duties within 
the limits of the Seepree Cantonment, which is under British 
rule. ) 


The writer also notices the confusion and mismanagement 
said to prevail in the cantonment ut all times, except when 


a 
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the Magistrate of the Morar Cantonment, to whom it is subor- 
dinate, goes there on tour once in the year. Even the Stamp 
and Registration Acts are totally ignored,—all deeds and 
documents being written on plain paper. All this is ascribed 
to the want of an officer with competent powers to exercise 
immediate control and supervision over the cantonment, 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 17th November has an article on 
Sir Dinkur Rao, the Regent and Prime Minister of Dholepore. 
The editor begins by expressing his surprise that though it is 
now a long time since the administration of the State has been 
in his hands, complaints of mismanagement are stiil rife ; and 
goes on to criticise the appointment of Sir Dinkur Rao to the 
post; ending by advising him to seek to win the affections of 
the people by a mild and conciliatory course of policy. 


The Nér-ul-Anwd? of. the 8th November states that the 
espousals of Nawab Sultan Jehan Begum, heir-apparent of the 
State of Bhopal, with Sultan Doolah Miyan-Ahmed Ali Khan, 
were celebrated, in conformity with the Mahomedan religion, 
on the 20th of Shdban. A splendid festival was held in honour | 
of the joyous occasion, at which the courtiers and the State 
employée of all ranks and classes were present, and liberal gifts 
and rewards were conferred on all. The Begum of Bhopal is 
said to have spent Rs. 50,000 on the occasion. Interchange of 
gifts and presents between the bride and the bridegroom went 
on for u whole week. 


COMMERCIAL (RAILWAYS). 


The Jalwa-t-Tdr of the 8th November re-publishes, from 
the Journal of the Moradabad Association, the following com- 
plaints connected with the Oudh and Rohilkhund Railway 
Company :— 


(a) No accommodations or other necessary conveniences 
have been provided in connection with railway stations, the 
consequence being, that passengers can neither get shelter 
from the inclemencies of the weather, nor procure eatables at 
them. : 


¢ G66 ) 


(6) The station-masters and other sefvants of the'Con- 
pany, who are chiefly Bengalee baboos, treat native gentlemen 


with great ineivility, while they are extremely partial to Ben; 
gales ; sso mutch so, that a Bengalee who pays fare for a single 


seat is allowed. to remain in sole possession of a whole compart- 
ment, while carriages containing Hindoostanees are indiscrimi- 
nately over-crowded with passengers of all classes, to the great 
inconvenience of the occupants. Native gentlemen are also not 
allowed to go to the platform, and have to suffer insult at the 
hands of railway peons in various ways. 


(c) Unlike the stations belonging te the other Railway 
Companies, at all of which a certain quantity of lugagge is 
allowed free, at the stations of the Oudh and Rohilkhund 
Railway Company, all luggage of every kind that passengors 
may have with them, even their lotah, smoking-pipe, and the 
small Quran (hamdi/,) suspended to the neck'as an amulet, 
not being excepted, is weighed and charged for. 


These exactions are attributed chiefly to the dishonesty of 
the Bengalees, who are said to enjoy the monopoly of rail- 
way employments, to the total exclusion of the natives of 
these parts of the country, a policy which is pronounced to be 
extremely unfair. The Association sees no reason why able 
and well bred Hindoostanees, who are well acquainted with 
the customs and manners of these parts of the country, might 
not be preferred to Bengalees for employment in these posts. 


A correspondent of the Agra Akhbdr of the 10th Novem- 
ber, who had occasion to travel on the Oudh and Rohilkhund 
Railway line from Oawnpore to Fyzabad, repeats the old 
complaint as to want of servants for supplying water at the 


atations on that line, in consequence of which passengers suf 
fer great discomfort. 


The writer also invites the attention of the Railway Com- 
pany to the need of opening the portion of the Railway line 
from Fiysabad to the station situated near the Surjoo Bagh, on 
the Jounpore section, which will remove the i inconvenience now 
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suffered by Fe persons going from Fyzabad: to Ajoodhya, as welf 
as those coming from Akberpore to Fyzabad. - The part of the- 
line from Barrackpore to the station near the Surjoo Bagh has 
already been opened, and all that now remains, is to complete 
the portion between the latter station and Fyzabad, which the 
Railway Company ought to find no difficulty i in doing, espe 
cially as no river intervenes. 


80 also the section from Benares. to Fyzabad, which: 
is nearly ready, should be opened for traffic without loss of 
time, the railway bridge over the Goomtee being completed 
afterwards, in order that the Railway Company may be saved: 
the loss which it is at present suffering through the delay,. 
and that the inconvenience to the public may be removed. 


Another correspondent of the same paper thinks that,. 


instead of running three up-trains (two passenger and one mail) 
in a day, the East India Railway Company would do well to. 
run two-mail-trains, which should carry passengers at the same 
rate of fare as is charged for accommodation by a passenger 
train,—a plan which, in his opinion, would be more eonveni- 
ent to passengers, while it would be advantageous to the Com- 
pany. 
The correspondent sen ial that each goods-train 
should have a few passenger carriages, and that persons tra- 
velling by them should be charged double, instead of six 
times, the fare charged for travelling by a passenger train. 


The Koh-i-Nur of the 15th November, under the head- 
ings “ Loodhiana and Umritsur,”’ invites the attention of the 
Sindh, Punjab and Delhi Railway Company to the following 
features of mismanagement :— 


Loodhiana.—An order has lately been passed by the sta- 
tion-master, prohibiting native gentlemen, however respeeta-— 
ble they may be, from going on the platfrom, on pain of 
fine equal to the fare for a certain distance. Natives who go 
to the station to see their female relatives conveniently seated, 
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in the railway carriage, or to receive their friends, or to post 
an urgent letter by the mail-train, have to return disappointed, 


The ticket baboo treats passengers with undue severity. 
The writer «nentions certain instances which came under his 
personal observation. In one of these, a native gentlemen 
who asked for three tickets for Jullandhur, and gave four- 
anna and two-anna pieces for the price, was told to get rupees 
for the pieces before he could be allowed the tickets; and on 
his inquiring the reason, the ticket baboo told him it was his 
order. In another instance, a person, after having procured. 
two tickets for Phillour, asked fora third for Jullundhur, 
to which the baboo objected, even after he was told that the 
person for whom it| was wanted was a lady who could not 
¢eome personally to purchase it; and it was only after great 
difficulty that the baboo was at last prevailed upon to ny 
with the request, 


’ The Railway Company is asked to remove the grievances 
complained of. 


Umritsur.—(a). The streets leading from the station to 
the city remain dark at night, which, besides being inconve- 
nient to passengers, is positively dangerous, It is necessary, 
therefore, that they should be provided with lights. 


_ (6). With the exception of the street leading to the Ram 
Bagh Gate, those to all other gates are quite deserted and 
unguarded, so that if a budmash were to attack any passenger 
_ walking on them at night, there is no chance of any aid being 


forthcoming. It is proper that constables should be posted for 
the patio protection. : 


(c). When any person goce i the city to the railway 
station with his wife or other female relatives at night, the 
constables in charge of the gates do not allow the latter to pass, 
alleging that women.are not permitted to go out. of the city 


at night. In the writer’s opinion, aia | 1S Mnptoper, and ought 
to be put a stop to, ’ s 


EEE 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 7th November hag 
a lengthy article on the Local Educational Committees of the 
North-Western Provinces, written by Moonshee Mushtag 
Hoosein, a member of the Local Educational Qommittee, Al- 
lygurh. The object is to show that though these committees 
have done much in advancing the cause of education, their 
Sphere of usefulness has been limited, and the high expecta- 
tions entertained concerning them have not been realized. 
The writer attributes this to the following reasons :— 


(1).—The committees have an inadequate control over 
educational matters, and their interference in them is only 
nominal. Their utmost control extends no further than the 
management and supervision of Hulkabundee Schools.* All 
reports and communications received by the committee chiefly 
relate to these schools, and they have little or no participation 
in the management of other schools. This is certainly a great 
defect, as control over a part can be of no avail without control 


over the whole, 


_ The powers of the committee are vague and indefinite, 
being regulated by. no fixed rule or principle. Sometimes the 
most petty and insignificant matters are not decided without 
‘consulting their opinion, while at other times weighty and 

important proposals, which could not be determined by them 

except afterlong deliberation, are suddenly decided by the 
higher educational authorities, without being even referred 
to them for an expression of opinion. For instance, a per- 

-gunnah and a free-school were opened at Tuppul (Allygurh), 

- and noone cared to consult the Local Educational Committee on 

the matter, while the committee was asked to express its opinion 
as to whether or not there was need of retaining the hulkabun- 

dee school in the town now that a pergunnah school has been 
established there. Again, it is discouraging to the members 


a 


* Since the writing of this article, the management of the smaller aided 


» Anglo-Vernacular Schools has also been entrusted to Local Educational 


_ Committees. a4 


~~ 


EI ALES ELI IE IGS Bi BPR ARB PARIS. RIE. MIRED a a ee ee 
7 y . ? 7 “ eh, - —_— 
ati teat . PEGE RAM = ARR ELSI I NS OR CU 


“( 670 +) 


of the committee to find that, while their opinion i 1s invited ag 
to the desirability of keeping or abolishing a school in a town, 
in the district the number of hulkabundee schools is suddenly 
increased from. 95 to 175, or in other words, 80 new schools 
are opened without their knowledge, and without any opportu- 
hity being given them to express an opinion on the measure. 


The writer dwells at some length on the consequences result- 
ing from all this, showing how, inthe hurry and confusion 
with which the important addition of 80 new schools was car- 
ried out, apparently for no other reason than to make a show 
of the progress of education, due precaution was not exercised 
in the selection of the localities for the schools, a list of them 
having been hastily prepared by a few of the members of the 
committee, aided by the Deputy. Inspector, from the census 
statements and the zillah returns ; and how, properaccommo- 
dation not being provided, they had to beclosed whenever the 
weather became hot or rainy ; whilst the incompetency of the 
teachers, who were hastily selected, is proved by only 3 out 25 of 
them being able to pass an ordinary examination held by the 
Rajah Jai Kishen Dass; one of the masters of the zillah school. 


He also complains that the opening of the new schools led 
to a reduction in the scale of the pay of hulkabundee teachers 
from Rs. 15 and 12 per mensem to Rs. 10 the maximum, and 
Rs. 6 the minimum, on the subject of which the Judge and 
President of the Committee aptly remarked, at a meeting, that 
the teachers had been levelled with grooms and other menial 
servants, besides necessitating the reduction of the mohurrirs, 
one for each tuhseel, attached to the offices of the Deputy In- 
spectors; although, looking to the increase in the work which the 
establishment of the new schools must have caused, this measure 
could not-but be deemed inadvisable. _ 3 


In conclusion, the writer notes the delay which occurred in 
preparing and sanctioning the budget, pointing out the hard- 
ships" occasioned to many of the teachers, whose pay was 

reduced under it from a date long past, and who had there-. 
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fore to refund the excess drawn by them. And also the 


waste of money caused by the repairs to school-houses having 
_ to be completed after the rains set in. 


And, ‘with reference to the same subject, mentions that the 
committee have been refused permission to fix the salaries of 
_the different teachers from time to time as they see fit, a hard 
and fast scale being laid down for _ school, from which no 
variation is allowed. 


The attention of Government is directed to these points, 
_ and the writer suggests the necessity of allowing the committee 
_ More power to act independently of the educational authorities. 


. The Allygurh Institute Gazette of the 14th November, in an 
article communicated by a correspondent, gives credit to the 
Government of the North-Western Provinces for having taken 
* due:notice of the repeated complaints which lately appeared 
in Vernacular newspapers as to the travelling allowance of 
- Deputy Inspectors having been reduced from four annas per 
- mile-to three-tenths of their salary, and that of their mohurrirs 
and peons having been altogether stopped since May, 1872 ; and 
' approve highly of the order. restoring the old system from 1st 
April, 1873, in case of the Deputy Inspectors and their mohur- 
rirs ; but at the same time thinks it a pity that the case of the 
- peons, who need the allowance still more, has been ‘passed over 
unnoticed, and the allowance of Re. 1-8-0 per mensem received 
by them when on tour has not been restored. 
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The writer considers this to be a grievance, and the. more 


80, pacing | that in case when the peons and chuprassees of Com- 
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cers, who accompany their officers in . ie cold weather tour, 


receiye an extra allowance for their journey expenses, it is 
Es only right and proper that similar servants attached to the 


offices of the Deputy Inspectors, who have continually to 
- yemain on tour with their masters, should not be deprived of 


their paltry allowance of Re. 1-8-0. 
-— The attention of Government i is invited to this 
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